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Sanjay Kalra, MD 
Neurologist, University of Alberta 
Dr. Sanjay Kalra is a neurologist and ALS specialist at the University of Alberta, where he is 
a professor in the Division of Neurology. He obtained his MD at the University of Toronto, 
neurology specialty training at McGill University, and completed a postdoctoral fellowship 
at the Montreal Neurological Institute. Dr. Kalra’s research focuses on the development 
and application of advanced magnetic resonance imaging techniques to study ALS. He has 
participated on national and international task forces to develop guidelines in both 
neuroimaging and clinical management of ALS. He founded the Canadian ALS 
Neuroimaging Consortium (CALSNIC), a multicenter platform with sites in Canada and the 
US that provides the infrastructure for clinical, imaging, and translational research in ALS. 
He is the Director of the Comprehensive Analysis Platform to Understand, Remedy, and 
Eliminate ALS (Capture ALS), a new patient-centered national initiative aimed to coordinate 
the collection and dissemination of high-quality and deeply characterized multi-
dimensional data and bio samples from individuals with ALS. This unique resource will 
facilitate studies towards the development of biomarkers and in understanding ALS biology 
and heterogeneity.  
 
 
Lee Millard 
Living with MND/ALS and Advocate @onein300 
Lee is a software engineer and Salesman, by trade, with over 30 years experience in 
computer technology that started in the early days of electronic communications in the 
1980s. After being diagnosed in 2014 with MND he decided to stop work, partly because of 
the sheer demands of travelling, but largely because he simply didn’t know how long he 
had left! Such is this disease’s reputation. Before embarking in the software world, as a 
Student Biologist at Imperial College, London, in the 1980s, Lee indulged his mind as a keen 
scientist. It is against this backdrop that he often writes in his blog on the supreme 
challenges our researchers face with the complexity of the disease, associated research 
trials and the inevitable, but totally understandable, clamours for approvals of as yet 
unproven treatment candidates. He genuinely believes that today, we are on the cusp of 
major breakthroughs that will lead to MND becoming, certainly for some forms of our 
disease, a manageable chronic condition within just a couple of years. Yes it’s that close. He 
works closely with the MND Association in the UK and his primary interests lie in raising 
awareness and promoting increased research funding. His blog is largely a light hearted 
read but also contains research posts which he hopes provides the community, and, sadly, 
the ever revolving door of new members, with information that is helpful on their 
journey. Although unable to take part in most of his old favourite activities such as skiing, 



 

 

running and walking, Lee is still able to cycle a recumbent trike, and he recommends it 
highly for anyone with MND. His motto is “No one knows what tomorrow brings” 

Janice Robertson PhD 
Professor, Laboratory Medicine and Pathology, University of Toronto 
Janice Robertson, Professor and Canada Research Chair, Tier 2, in Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis (ALS), obtained her undergraduate degree in Biochemistry at The University of 
Aberdeen, Scotland and Ph.D. in Alzheimer’s Disease at the Institute of Psychiatry (IOP), 
Kings College London, UK.  She was awarded a Neurotoxicology Training Fellowship from 
the Wellcome Trust, UK to work with ALS Neurologist Professor Nigel Leigh at the IOP, then 
a Wellcome Trust International Prize Travelling Fellowship to train in the laboratory of 
leading ALS researcher, Dr. Jean-Pierre Julien, McGill University. Dr Robertson continued 
her postdoctoral training at McGill University with joint fellowships from the UK Motor 
Neurone Disease Association and American ALS Association (ALSA) before taking up her 
appointment at the Tanz Centre for Research in Neurodegenerative Diseases in 2004, 
where she attained a Premiers Excellence Award and Tier 2 Canada Research Chair. Dr. 
Robertson is recognized globally for her research on the pathomechanisms associated with 
ALS, using both in vitro and in vivo model systems. In 2005, she initiated an ALS clinical, 
genetic, CSF and autopsy program with her collaborator Dr. Lorne Zinman, Director of the 
ALS Clinic, where 200-250 new cases are diagnosed annually, and this has underpinned 
numerous studies focused on the genetics, neuropathology and mechanism(s) of disease. 
Dr. Robertson’s major interest is in understanding how the genes linked with ALS cause 
disease, with a particular focus on superoxide dismutase-1 (SOD1), TAR DNA-Binding 
Protein-43 (TDP-43) and C9orf72. To this end, she has identified a pathologically misfolded 
form of SOD1 as a therapeutic target for ALS and is currently running an ALSA-funded 
preclinical immunotherapy trial in canine degenerative myelopathy (caused by mutations in 
SOD1) with Dr. Joan Coates, University of Missouri.  She has recently generated TDP-43 and 
C9orf72 transgenic mouse models and is part of consortium of neurodegeneration 
researchers at the University of Toronto developing zebrafish models for drug screening. 
Recently she was awarded a $1 million operating grant for her work on TDP-43 from the 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 

 
Richard Robitaille, PhD 
Professor, Department of Neurosciences, Université de Montréal 
Richard Robitaille is a Professor in the Département de neurosciences at Université de 
Montréal, Montréal, Canada. He received his Ph.D. in 1989 in Neurobiology at Université 
Laval with Dr Jacques P. Tremblay. He did his post-doctoral training with Dr Milton P. 
Charlton in the Department of Physiology at the University of Toronto from 1989 to 1993. 
He then started his independent research activities in 1993 at Université de Montréal 
where he stayed since. He received number of national and international awards at all 
stages of his career. He is an associate editor for the journal Glia and Current opinion in 



 

 

physiology. His research focuses on the role of glial cells in the regulation of synaptic 
functions in normal as well as in pathological conditions. In particular, his work aims at 
understanding the contribution of glial cells at the neuromuscular junctions in the 
pathophysiology of ALS, and identify therapeutic strategies to maintain the integrity and 
functions of neuromuscular junctions in ALS. 
 
 
Christine Vande Velde, PhD 
Professor, Professor, Department of Neurosciences, Université de Montréal 
Dr. Christine Vande Velde is Professor in the Department of Neurosciences at the 
Université de Montréal and Université de Montréal Hospital Research Center (CRCHUM). 
She obtained her Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the University of Manitoba and subsequently 
pursued post-doctoral studies at the University of California, San Diego/Ludwig Institute 
where she developed an expertise in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. In 2007, Dr. Vande 
Velde established her laboratory to study novel pathways and genes in ALS pathogenesis in 
order to elucidate biologically valid therapeutic targets and biomarkers. Her work is 
currently funded by CIHR, ALS Canada, and Target ALS. Dr. Vande Velde has served on a 
number of grant review panels both nationally and internationally and currently serves as a 
Director of the Board of the ALS Society of Canada, and as Co-Chair of their Scientific and 
Medical Advisory Council. 
 
 


