Canadian ALS Learning Institute

Dear Canadian ALS Learning Institute participant:
Welcome to the 2021 Canadian ALS Learning Institute! This exclusive learning
experience will be entirely virtual and take place in November and December 2021. This
letter outlines important information about this program.
As part of the inaugural cohort completing this pilot program, you’re going to have a special
opportunity to access information and knowledge about the Canadian ALS landscape,
clinical research and therapy development, and how new therapies become approved and
accessible to Canadians. Throughout the modules you’ll be connecting with others affected
by ALS who share these interests.
As a first-time offering, the inaugural Canadian ALS Learning Institute will cover a range of
topics – information that’s important to be oriented to for foundational understanding of
ALS research and advocacy. We have done our best to get the right mix of information and
interaction but expect there will be ways we can strengthen the program for future
participants -- so your feedback on each module will be important to help us continue to
improve.
We have listed some preliminary expectations for participation as follows:
•

Review materials on the Participant Portal and complete any readings and reflections in
advance of the respective modules. Material for each session will be uploaded at least
one week in advance.
o

Visit the Participant Hub here: https://als.ca/participanthub

o

Password: learninginstitute2021

•

Engage in discussion throughout this program.

•

Participate in your breakout groups and be prepared to contribute your thoughts to the
larger group.

•

Complete your evaluation survey after each session to help us improve the program.

•

Pledge to educate and advocate on behalf of and in collaboration with others affected
by ALS and decision makers.

•

Embrace the opportunity to meet experts with clinical, research and lived experience
who all want to see the same thing – a different reality for people diagnosed with ALS!

Most importantly, this is an opportunity to further conversation and connection within the
ALS community. We hope you will find the time spent with both experts and your cohort to
be enjoyable and valuable. We envision this program as a starting place and following the
completion of this program, our intention is to stay connected through regular optional
meetings.
We look forward to working with you!
Sincerely,

Lisa Marchitto
Vice President, Marketing and Public Affairs
ALS Society of Canada

David Taylor, PhD
Vice President, Research
ALS Society of Canada

