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BACK TO SPEAKERS 

Professor 
UCL Queen Square Institute of 
Neurology & Francis Crick Institute in 
London 

Consultant Neurologist 
The National Hospital for Neurology 
and Neurosurgery 

Scientific Founder 
Trace Neuroscience 

Dr. Fratta Pietro is Professor of Cellular and Molecular Neuroscience 
and a Consultant Neurologist, and his clinical and research interests 
center on motor neuron diseases (MND) and RNA biology. He has 
been leading an independent research team since 2015 in University 
College London, and since 2023 at the Francis Crick Institute. He is a 
Consultant Neurologist at the National Hospital for Neurology and 
Neurosurgery, where he established in 2015 the only Kennedy's 
Disease-dedicated clinic in the UK and an MND Genetics clinic. He 
previously trained at UCL, King's College London, San Raffaele 
Scientific Institute in Milan, and the University of Southern California. 
His laboratory uses patient derived tissue, iPS cells and mouse models 
to understand disease mechanisms. They are developing gene therapy 
approaches to target the sporadic ALS population, and they harness 
the longitudinal sample collections in their cohorts to develop 
biomarkers using patient tissue and biofluids. Over the last five years 
his laboratory has 1) discovered novel molecular consequences of 
TDP-43 dysfunction leading to the development of novel biomarkers; 
2) identified TDP-43 targets that impact disease progression and
devised therapeutic strategies to correct these, currently entering
clinical trials; 3) developed precision medicine gene therapy
technologies to specifically target the diseased cells in ALS.



Eric Green, MD, PhD

Dr. Eric Green serves as Chief Executive Officer at Trace Neuroscience. To
this role, he brings over a decade of experience as a physician-scientist
and entrepreneur building and leading companies to translate insights
from the human genome into new medicines. Throughout his career, Eric
has launched and grown numerous leading biotechnology companies. 

As Co-Founder and Chief Scientific Officer at Maze Therapeutics, Eric built
and led the scientific organization responsible for target discovery,
validation, drug discovery, and translational science with an emphasis on
applying insights from human genetics. While at Maze, he and his team led
the generation of five development candidates across multiple modalities
and therapeutic areas. Earlier in his career, Eric served as Head of
Translational Research at MyoKardia, a company developing targeted
therapies for the treatment of serious cardiovascular diseases which was
acquired by Bristol-Myers Squibb. 

Trace Neuroscience
Chief Executive Officer, 
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Biography coming soon. 

BACK TO SPEAKERS 

Professor 
Thomas Jefferson University 

Director 
Jefferson Weinberg ALS Center 

Piera Pasinelli is the Frances & Joseph Weinberg Professor in Neuroscience at Jefferson University and 
the founder and Director of the Jefferson Weinberg ALS Center. For 12 years (2008-2020) she has been 
the Science Director of the Robert Packard Center for ALS Research at Johns Hopkins, where she is now 
a member of the Scientific Executive Committee.

Pasinelli graduated with a dual Bachelor and Master in Science from the University of Milan, Italy, where 
she studied Chemistry and Technology in Pharmaceutical Industry. She then obtained her PhD in Neuro-
biochemistry for the University of Utrecht, The Netherlands (Rudolf Magnus Institute for Neuroscience). 
After graduating, she moved to the United States where she started her career working on understanding 
the molecular mechanisms underlying ALS pathogenesis, first as a post-doctoral fellow in Dr. Bob 
Brown’s laboratory at Massachusetts General Hospital-Harvard Medical School and, then, as an Instructor 
in Neurology at Harvard Medical School. In 2006, after 11 years in Boston, Dr. Pasinelli joined Thomas 
Jefferson University as the co-director of the Frances & Joseph Weinberg Unit for ALS Research, the 
area’s first and only research unit solely dedicated to the basic and translational study of ALS. In 2016, 
under Dr. Pasinelli’s leadership Jefferson expanded its ALS program adding a multidisciplinary clinic and a 
clinical-research program to complement its basic science laboratories and launching the Weinberg ALS 
Center. The Weinberg Center is structured around a new academic healthcare model at Jefferson, called 
Clinical and Research Integrated Strategic Programs (CRISPs), in which programs are developed based on 
disease focus, rather than medical or research specialty, creating a collaborative environment in which 
members from multiple disciplines work together around the patients’ needs, with a 360-degree 
approach that also includes research and innovative technology. Basic research is present in clinic, 
educating and involving the patients every step along the way.

Acknowledged as an expert in the cell death processes that overtake the central nervous system in ALS, 
Pasinelli has been working on understanding the pathogenic mechanisms that trigger ALS for the past 
twenty-five years. She received several awards for her commitment to science in ALS, including the 
Wings Over Wall Street Award from the Muscular Dystrophy Foundation and the Flame of Hope award 
from the ALS Association. Pasinelli’s background in neuro-biochemistry and her familiarity with the 
pharmaceutical industry and drug design, allow her to oversee the 360 bench-to-bedside approach taken 
to accelerate the pace to drug discovery for effective therapies for ALS.
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Ludo Van Den Bosch, PhD

Ludo Van Den Bosch is a professor at KU Leuven and a group leader
at VIB, where his work focuses on the molecular mechanisms
underlying neurodegenerative and neuromuscular disorders. His
research has made important contributions to understanding the
role of histone deacetylase 6 (HDAC6) in axonal transport,
cytoskeletal dynamics, and neuronal homeostasis. In particular, his
group has been at the forefront of exploring HDAC6 as a therapeutic
target across neurodegenerative diseases, including motor neuron
disease and inherited peripheral neuropathies. Through this work,
Van Den Bosch has helped to bridge fundamental neurobiology with
translational strategies aimed at developing new approaches for the
treatment of ALS and related neurodegenerative conditions.

Professor
KU Leuven

Group Leader
Center for Neuroscience, VIB
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Clinical Professor,
Consultant Pathologist
Institute of Medical Sciences, University of
Aberdeen/NHS Grampian

Clinical Lead
NHS Grampian Biorepository and Tissue
Bank

Professor of Pathology and Consultant Pathologist at the Institute of
Medical Sciences, University of Aberdeen / NHS Grampian. Clinical Lead
for the NHS Grampian Biorepository and Tissue Bank, and Co-Lead of the
Aberdeen Clinical Academic Track (ACAT) programme, supporting and
overseeing clinical academics across all specialties in Aberdeen, from
trainees to senior researchers.

Research focuses on the prevention and early diagnosis of amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis and related dementias, using innovative technologies and
well-curated biosamples to define the earliest molecular and pathological
changes in disease.
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